A Caution  to  the  P U B L I C. 

CINCE  the  Printers  of  fome  of  the  News  Papers  have  refufed  to  infert  in  them,  a Detedfion 
of  certain  grofs  Impofitions  that  are  pradlifed  upon  the  Ignorant  and  Unwary,  I think  rnyfelf 
obliged  to  take  this  Method  of  circulating  Hand-Bills,  to  undeceive  the  Public  : And  I think  it 
more  immediately  incumbent  on  me  to  do  it,  becaufe  I think  I have  unfortunately,  though  in- 
nocently been  the  Caufe  of  the  Mifchiefs,  I am  in  this  manner  endeavouring  to  prevent  the 
Public  from  falling  a Prey  to.  I Ihall  leave  it  to  the  Printers  themfelves  to  reconcile  their  Con- 
dudf,  in  refufing  to  publifh  Intelligence  of  fuch  great  Concern  to  the  Lives  and  Health  of  our 
Fellow-Citizens,  with  the  Regard  they  profefs  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Community,  and  the 
Duty  they  owe  the  Public}  though  when  it  is  cofidered  the  Printers  of  News-Papers  and  the 
Bookfellers  concerned  with  them,  are  the  principal  Venders  of  Quack  Medicines,  and  that  they 
get  great  Profit  by  them,  it  will  not  be  difficult,  I prefume,  to  account  for  their  Motives  in 
endeavouring  to  prevent  a Dete&ion  of  fome  of  the  raoft  dangerous  and  barefaced  Impofitions  of 

that  Natnrp,  from  Kpingj  madp  nnivprfallj/  lrnmim 

When  I laid  before  the  Public,  on  my  Arrival  from  America , an  Account  ( * ) of  the  Dif- 
coveries  I had  made  in  that  my  Native  Country,  towards  curing  the  Gout  and  fome  Kinds  of 
Rheumatifm,  I did  it  with  the  utmoft  Plainnefs  and  Candor.  I related  by  what  Means  I hap- 
pened to  make  my  Difcoveries : I trufted  to  the  Merit  alone  of  thofe  Difcoveries  for  the  Publio 
Favour : I endevoured  to  convince  not  to  impofe : I publifhed  therefore  feveral  Infiances  of 
very  extraordinary  Cures : I mentioned  the  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Patients,  that 
Enquiry  might  be  made  into  the  Fadls : I referred  moreover  to  Perfons  of  Note  and  Reputation  : 

I invited  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  to  examine  my  Patients  before  I began  with  them,  and 
to  vifit  them  while  they  where  under  Cure.  I aimed  in  Ihort  in  all  Things  to  give  the  fullelt 
Satisfaction.  Enquiries  were  accordingly  made  Patienrs  aoplied  to  me,  and  many  where  fur- 
prifmgly  cured:  Some  of  which  Cafes  I afterwards  puolifbed,  and  had  the  lingular  Happinefs 
to  fee  my  Relation  of  them  confirmed  in  an  honourable  manner,  by  Letters  in  the  Public- 
Paper  from  the  Parties  themfelves,  viz.  from  the  Reverend  Mofes  Brown , V icar  of  0idney9 
Bucks , and  Chaplain  to  Mar  den  College,  Biackbeatb , Mr.  George  Horn;  or,  in  Southwark, 

By  this  plain  and  honeft  Method  I fucceeded,  and  foon  eftablifheu  theMeiit  and  Utility  of  my 
Difcoveries  beyond  all  Contradiction.  But  as  the  belt  of  Things  may  give  rife  to  the  greatdt 
Evils,  thefe  Difcoveries  of  mine,  and  the  Encouragement  I meet  with  in  confequence  of  the 
Cures  I performed,  have  ftirred  up  certain  Perfons  to  impofe  on  the  Puolic  vai  ious  Quack- 
Medicines  for  the  Gout  and  Rheumatifm,  who  endeavour  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  eftablifhed 
Credit  of  my  Difcoveries,  to  cover  and  faciliate  their  wicked  and  dangerous  Impofitions.  For 
as  1 had  in  my  Pamphlet  candidly  related  how  I accidentally  made  thofe  Difcoveiiesin  America , 
that  the  Medicines  ufed  where  the  Produce  of  that  Country,  and  that  1 had  communicated  them 
to  a Phyfician  of  Character  and  Eminence  now  in  London , who  could  therefore  give  a fatis- 
faCloiy  Account  of  them,  thole  very  worthy  Perfons  (the  Authois  of  the  Impofition  in  queftion) 
very  ingenioufly  took  a Hint  from  thence,  to  advertife  their  precious  never  failing  Remedies  for 
the  Gout,  and  Rheumatifm,  under  the  fpecious  Names  of  AMERICAN  MEDICIN  MS, 
INDIAN  SECRETS,  AMERICAN  SPECIFICS,  &c.  &c.  faid  to  be  ufed  by  the  Indians 
with  great  Succefs  in  thofe  Difeafes,  and  to  be  difclofed  to  fome  namelefs  Perfon  of  Authority, 
and  to  be  publilhed  by  fome  namelefs  Phyfician,  with  fuch  like  Artifices  and  Pretences  to  take 
in  the  Ignorant  and  Unwary,  and  to  make  the  Public  believe  they  are  the  fame  Medicines  with 
which  I performed  the  extraordinary  Cures  before-mentioned,  and  that  they  are  publilhed  under 
the  Direction  of  the  Phyfician  to  whom  I communicated  my  Difcoveris.  To  mention  thefe 
pitiful  and  bafe  Contrivances  is  fufficient  to  expofe  them : But  it  is  particulary  unfortunate  for 
fome  of  thefe  MODEST  ADVERTISING  GENTRY  who  fo  kindly  offer  the  Public  their 
AMERICAN  SECIFICS  and  INDIAN  SECRET'S  for  the  GOUT,  that  the  Indians  are 
utter  Strangers  to  that  Diforder,  it  being  never  heard  of  that  an  Indian  was  troubled  with  the 
Gout,  as  is  well  known  by  every  Perfon  who  is  acquainted  with  America.  The  Inffnuation 
that  thofe  Medicines  are  publifhed  by  the  Phyfician  to  whom  I communicated  my  Difcoveries 
is  too  bafe  to  need  to  be  contradidfed  : And  with  regard  to  myielf  I declare,  that  although  I 
wifh  to  make  my  Difcoveries  as  generally  ufeful  as  poffible,  and  although  I can  make  a Pre- 
paration of  my  Medicines  that  would  be  of  great  and  almoft  general  Utility  in  the  Gout  and 
Rheumatifm,  theAverfion  I have  to  do  any  thing  that  borders  in  the  leaft  on  Quackery,  would 
never  permit  me  to  advertife  any  Medicine  whatever.  To  relieve  however  the  Afflidfed  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  Power,  the  Poor  are  always  welcome  to  my  Affiftance  gratis,  while  from  other 
People  I expedt  to  be  rewarded  according  to  their  Circumftances,  and  in  Proportion  to  the 
Benefit  they  receive  from  me. 

Henry  Flower, 

London , Tbrogmorton-Jireet,  No*  35; 

* Obfervations  on  the  Gout  and  Rheumatism,  exhibiting  Inftances  cf  Perfons  who  where  greatly 
relieved  in  the  Fit  of  the  Gout  $ and  of  others  who  where  cured  of  the  Gout  in  the  Head,  Stomach  and 
Bowels ; of  obllinate  Rheumatisms  ; and  of  Swellings,  Stiffnefs,  and  Contractions  of  the  Limbs,  after 
irregular  or  long  centinued  Fits  of  the  Gout : By  Medicines  dlicovered  in  America.  Humbly  inferibed  to 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  by  Henry  F tower,  an  American. 

New  Things  do  1 declare  ; before  they  fpring  forth  I tell  you  of  them.  Ifaiah,' 
Printed  for  E.  Cooke,  at  the  Royal-Exchange.  Price  1 /. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Flower  attends  at  Home  every  Day,  Sundays  and  Wedrtejdays  excepted,  from  Twelve  to 
JVo  o’Clock,  to  receive  Patients, 
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